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Synopsis

All over the world, people learn in school that the Netherlands is a country that lies below sea-level.
Dikes, polders, windmills and wooden shoes are well-known icons of this unusual nation, while its
sturdy dams and storm surge barriers also enjoy world fame. But how does it all work? How can a
country exist under such circumstances and even be prosperous? One would expect the Dutch to
panic about climate change but they dona ™t seem to be; how come? This book will tell you all
about it, both in words and photos, striking a balance between developments in the past, the
present and the future, steering clear from both generalizations and too much technological detail.
Whether you are an expat, tourist, or far-away individual who has taken an interest in the country,

this book will offer fascinating insights into how a society can function at sea level.
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Customer Reviews

This is a great contemporary look at the Dutch (The Netherlands) and their "partnership” with water.
They have managed to control and live with this amazing force of nature and help others in the
world do the same. At once comfortable and respectful with this element, their culture has also been
shaped by it. The photography is beautiful and illustrative in explaining the text. You can really get a
feel for the landscape and the "light" that is so well known in Dutch art that is seen in all the great
museums of the world. This is a very informative text and one that you can pick up and read at any

point in the book. You can feel the water and the wind...

Well organized book, lovely design, very readable and comprehensive (both historical and



contemporary) ‘beginners’ guide to the waterworks of the Netherlands, by an enthusiastic

Dutchman, in perfect English. Thank you Jacob, this is a great explanation for my Canadian friends!

This book includes text and photos of the Netherlands and it's water management. In times of
climate change, The Netherlands needs to be ever more vigilant with it's water management.
However, they are building on centuries of gaining expertise how to do this the best way. Therefore
the country and it's people are confident to survive. The book provides an excellent overview of
water management in The Netherlands.
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